
    
 
   
 
  

JUNE 

2nd ¶ 3pm Special 
Assembly ς Chris 
Gruther MP 

5th ς 
7th 
¶ Grade 5 Camp 

6th ¶ Yr ½ Scienceworks 
Excursion 

9th  ¶ Curriculum Day  
(Student Free Day) 

13th ¶ Interschool Sports 

16th ¶ Interschool Sports 

17th ¶ Trivia Night 

20th ¶ Japanese Day 

23rd ¶ Interschool Sports 

28th ¶ Mordialloc District 
Basketball Day 

30th ¶ 2.30pm 
End of Term 2 

JULY 

17th ¶ Term 3 Starts 

20th ¶ Prep Fire Brigade 
Incursion 

25th ¶ Mordialloc District 
Girls Football Day 

¶ School Council 
Meeting 

26th ¶ Year 5&6 Sex 
Education & First 
Aid 
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tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
 
Our Vision Statement 
There is a prosperous path for every child. Each journey is 
theirs to lead. There is a place in which every child can shine. 
 
Our Mission Statement 
Identify the talent, develop the confidence and create the 
leader. 
 
Our Attitude 
Gratitude: Be thankful for what we have. 
Empathy: Practice random acts of kindness. 
Mindfulness: Keep in the present moment. 
 
Our Habits 

1. Be proactive (Iôm in charge) 

2. Begin with the end in mind (have a plan) 

3. Put first things first (work before play) 

4. Think win-win (everyone can win) 

5. Seek first to understand, then to be understood (listen 

before you talk) 

6. Synergise (together is better) 

7. Sharpen the saw (balance feels best) 
 

Our Motto 
Always Moving Forward 
 
Aboriginal for a Day 
Last week Year 3 and 4 students participated in a day program 
with Le Page students. Led by indigenous elders and 
educators the students were immersed in Aboriginal art, story-
telling, cultural history and Aboriginal dancing. This aligns with 
our History unit for Term 2 where students identified and 
compared the differences of lifestyles between Aboriginals 250 
years ago and today. 
 

Leadership Day ï Mental Health Focus 
On Wednesday May 24th our students, staff and a number of 
parents participated in Leadership Day. It was satisfying to be 
able to visit classroom after classroom, to have students 
demonstrate and explain tools they apply daily, to manage their 
mental health. 
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Mid-Cycle Performance Review 
Yesterday our School Improvement Team 
participated in a half-day performance review 
process. We met with Senior Education 
Improvement Leader, Jen McCrabb, to review 
progress thus far, towards achieving our 2017 
Annual Implementation Plan goals. The afternoon 
was also about refining our focus on the 
strategies planned for semester two, that aim to 
increase teacher capacity and student learning 
outcomes. Jen praised the team for their 
diligence and productivity.  
 
On Leave 
Tomorrow Friday June 2 will be my last day at 
school before going on personal leave for the 
remainder of this term. Caleb Peterson will be 
Acting Principal for the remaining four weeks of 
term. Caleb will be managing both Parktone and 
Le Page and will be present in both schools on a 
part-time basis. Our leadership team will also 
take on additional responsibilities to support 
Caleb in my absence. We have a powerful 
leadership model at Parktone and I am grateful 
for the leadership teamôs expertise and drive.  
 
Thought for the Week 
To be rich, is not what you have in your bank 
account, but what you have in your heart. 
 
 
 

 

 

Kind Regards, 
George Danson 
Principal 

 
 
 
 

  

 
The tools focused on gratitude, empathy and 
mindfulness, and practicing of the 7 Habits of 
Highly Effective People to improve life for each 
other and ourselves. We also had principals and 
educators from across the region who came to 
learn about our culture and programs. Laura 
Carolan managed the event in a highly effective 
manner as always. 
 
Special Guest Speaker Willie Green 
Last Friday NFL football superstar Willie Green 
visited Parktone and Le Page. Willie inspired the 
students to dream big and to hold tightly to their 
dreams.  He spoke about Dream Makers and 
Dream Takers, and emphasised the need to be 
educated and to be persistent.  Willie was 
outstanding. We would like to thank Michael 
Salisbury and his team for organising such a 
powerful learning experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nagano Prefecture 
The program will include communication via mail, 
technology and in person. Before the end of term, 
Na will invite parents to an information session to 
outline the 2018 student tour to Japan.  
 
Mid-Year Student Reports 
The teachers are currently managing key 
assessment tasks and preparing to generate the 
Compass mid-year reports. The reports will be 
accessible in Compass at the end of term. Student 
led interviews will be scheduled early in Term 3. 
 

Healthy Happy Me ! 
Eat with the seasons. Things taste a 
million times better when they are freshly 
picked (rather than being cool stored, or 
imported) and are much less expensive.  
Winter: sweet potatoes, beetroot, 
parsnip, oranges, kiwi fruit.  

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Traralgon Library Short Story Competition  Winners  -  
Harison Townsend, 5/6CP, First Place, & Nova Barry, 4SO - 

Second Place  
 

It is with immense pride and great pleasure that we celebrate the achievement of Harison Townsend of 

5/6CP, and Nova Barry of 4SO, as the First and Second Place Winners (respectively), of the Traralgon 

Library Short Story Competition.  

 

Harison's introspective, titled 'Writers Block', uses some incredible metaphors to conceptualise a 

common affliction of many great writers. "The idea came to me when I was trying to  think of 

something unique to write about, and I realised that I could write an exaggerated tale of the perilous 

journey of overcoming my writer's block. I didn't expect to win; I knew that it could happen but I wasn't 

expecting it, so it was a very pleasant surprise when I did. The best advice that I could give to other 

students who are considering entering competitions such as this, would be to try to think of a unique 

idea and go with it."  

 

Nova's narrative, titled 'Destiny', was inspired by her favourite book. "The best advice that I could give 

to other students would be to try your best with your writing. I was so excited when Miss Southward told 

me that I had won a prize in this competition, and I feel really proud of myself."  

 

We congratulate Harison and Nova on their outstanding accomplishments, and look forward to 

witnessing their future literary success. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
  

Victorian Premiersô Reading Challenge 
 
The Victorian Premiersô Reading Challenge is now underway and Parktone Primary School is 
excited to be participating again this year.  
 
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or óexperienceô 30 books with their parents and 
teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 
 
Itôs not too late to sign up, if students are not already registered and would like to participate just let 
your teacher know and we will organise a personal login for you to start logging your books.  The 
Challenge does not close until 8th September so there is still plenty of reading time. 
  
For more information visit   www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  
 
Beverley Watson 
 

DESTINY 
By Nova Barry 

 
Viper wasnôt an ordinary Sandstalker.  She had eyes as black as the night sky.  She had a poisonous 
barb on the end of her tail and golden scales.   
 
The sound of metal echoed to her side. 
Viper hissed, turning around, her tail curled menacingly.  The guard blinked, threw a platter of food at 
her, slamming the cage door shut.  The sand around her engulfed the plate, leaving the sandy snacks.  
On one side of the cage was a cauldron of water.  She suspected the guards refilled it every night.  She 
gulped down the food, swallowing fast.  ñLET ME OUT!ò She rattled the cage bars furiously.  Other 
Skystalkers laughed and mimicked her rage.  Viper growled.  Looking around, she saw that the gate 
wasnôt locked.  She grinned, the other dragonets around her saw her smile, and cowered back.  Viper 
began to blast fire in every direction.  She was stabbing her tail through the cage bars.  Viper wasnôt 
worried about throwing up on the guards below.  She unlatched the lock, and the door swung open. The 
Dragons underneath her threw up their spears, but not fast enough.  Viper lunged out, stabbing her tail 
at the nearest guard.  One other guard threw his spear, stabbing her in the underbelly.  She hissed in 
pain, whirling around to find the other guard charging.  She spun her tail in every direction, and suddenly 
realized that she had poisoned all the guards, now to find the Queen. 
 
Suddenly the walls opened into a large room with gold talon prints everywhere and it looked like a 
Dragon was vomiting gold everywhere.  There was a huge red ruby throne, and settled upon it was the 
Queen herself.  She was a lot prettier than Viper imagined.  ñOh Helloò, she said, and Viper was confused 
about how she wasnôt worried about her escape.  ñI heard you got out.  How terribly sad for me.ò  Viper 
looked up.  ñWell,ò Viper demanded, ñ What are you going to do to me?ò  Ruby looked at Viper. ñIôm the 
only SkyStalker Queen, of course, but thatôs because Iôm the best, and no-one will fight me.ò  ñSo,ò she 
said, ñYou will have to survive my arena, then I might throw you to the wild Dragons.ò  Viper gasped.  A 
Queen would surely never do such a thing?  ñI have a wild Dragon in my arena, and you will fight it.ò 
 
 

 
 
It was only when Viper touched the blood-soaked sand she realized that she was now 
trapped in the arena.  ñAs you all know,ò said a Dragon flying around, ñthis Sandstalker, 
Viper, escaped from her prison cell.ò  The crowd gasped. ñSo the Queen has decided to 
make Viper fight a wild Dragon.ò  Suddenly a wild Dragon started to run towards her.  He 
ran at her, but she started kicking him, and she was now on top of him.  She cracked his 
neck, killing him.   
 
In the Queens throne room, she announced that Viper could leave.  She thought, ñShe 
let me go.  I defeated a wild Dragon.  Iôm going home.ò 
 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc


 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you Bunnings! 
This week Loren from Bunnings Community Involvement Program visited the Element 
program and assisted us by donating lots of vegetable and herb seedlings, along with 
some flower seedlings. She worked with the óGardeningô elective and showed the 
children how to plant the seedlings. She is coming back in 2 weeks with more to finish 
off the planting. 
Thank you Bunnings for your support and thank you to all the children who synergised 
and helped do the digging, planting and watering. Letôs hope we can keep them alive 
and eventually eat some of the produce. We certainly had ñThe End in Mindô when we 
were planting! 
   



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

A huge thank you to Leslie for ensuring our gardens 
are always looking their best and creating a beautiful 

environment for the school community 
 
 


